TROOP 264
HISTORICAL HIKES AND CAMPING

Location:
Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum, Weston, WV
Website:
http://www.trans-alleghenylunaticasylum.com/
Boy Scout Patch or Medal Available:

None
Description of Historical Significance:
This complex served as West Virginia’s facility for mentally ill patients from 1864 to 1994 when the buildings were closed by the state.  After several years of abandonment, the complex was sold to a private owner who has opened up parts of it for tours.  See the November 2009 Signaler for a summary.   
The facility was also called the Weston State Hospital. 
Length of Hike:
Approximately 1 mile, inside the building, on the tour.  Slow pace.   
Campgrounds:

We used the BSA summer camp Camp Mountaineer, just south of  Morgantown, WV.  Request made through the local council at http://www.macbsa.org/
Not far from I-68 and I-79.

Special Accomodations:
As of October 2009, the buildings had not been restored to the point where wheelchairs, walkers, etc., could be accommodated.  There are stairs to be climbed.
Other Useful Information:
We took the four floor Heritage Tour which lasts about 2 hours.  They do have ghost tours too, but as we did not do that we can’t comment on what that might be like.    
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