TROOP 264
HISTORICAL HIKES AND CAMPING

Title:                 Farm Mechanics merit badge  (a rare merit badge)
Location:    
 Willow Street, PA (near Lancaster)
Website:           http://www.limevalleymill.com
Description of Historical Significance:       Farm Mechanics merit badge can be completed on a Saturday on a working farm.   The program also includes a tour of the 1862 Lime Valley flour mill which is gradually being restored.  
Length of Hike:  Very short
Campgrounds:     Day trip only
Special Accommodations:    None – this is a working farm.  But the farm grounds where the merit badge is conducted is on flat graveled ground.  Staircases in the Lime Valley Mill.
Tour Permit required for T264:     Local tour permit

Other Useful Information:   The Farm Mechanics merit badge is offered by the Brian family who runs the farm.   Maximum number of 12 scouts can take this merit badge at one time.  At least one adult for each 4 scouts (two adults minimum). The merit badge is apparently not offered in the winter (Thanksgiving to (?) spring) but contact the Brians through the website above for available dates.

The merit badge is offered “for a donation” without guidance as to what a suitable amount might be, so we at T264 arbitrarily set that at $15 per person and collected it from each scout and adult and donated it to the Brians.  The merit badge presentation was well worth the cost.  Scouts had the opportunity to visit Mr. Leaman’s parts shop, the Lime Valley Mill, and to view and climb into equipment such as a combine and tractor.  Scouts changed the oil in two tractors as part of completing the merit badge.     
This is a very hard merit badge to find a counselor for and we were lucky to find them!  According to www.meritbadge.org,  only 1,951 Farm Mechanics merit badges were completed nationwide in 2007.   Prerequisites:  1b, 3 (two of the four options), and 7, and scouts need to have these completed before they come.     
There are also activities for Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts. 

Last Updated:      November 16, 2010
