TROOP 264
HISTORICAL HIKES AND CAMPING

Location:   C&O Canal, Cumberland, MD to Washington, DC, 184.5 miles 


Website:     http://www.nps.gov/choh/  and  http://www.bikewashington.org/canal/index.php
Boy Scout Patch or Medal Available:

C&O patch available for completing as little as one mile on the canal.

5 rocker patches available, each one for traversing the portion of the C&O Canal that corresponds to one of the 5 BSA Councils it crosses.  

Medal available for traversing the whole canal.

Completion may be done at different times; there is no requirement to complete the canal trek in one outing.

Best place to order patches and medals is at the Mason Dixon District Scout Store page:

http://www.mason-dixon-bsa.org/OrgStore/store/default.asp?orgkey=1835 

Description of Historical Significance:  The C&O Canal was constructed between 1828 and 1850 to provide a path westward for people and goods.  It was soon rendered obsolete by railroads and ceased operation after a flood in 1924.
Length of Hike:  Up to 184.5 miles
Campgrounds:  All along the canal, see http://www.bikewashington.org/canal/index.php for locations
Special Accomodations:  Only at a very few access points such as Great Falls. Most of the trail is rough and neither well graveled or paved. 
Other Useful Information:  Trail can be muddy in many places for some days after a rainfall.  Bring spare inner tubes for bikes as flats are a real possibility.  Bug repellant a must away from major tourist points.
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